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MAYOR EMANUEL ANNOUNCES MAJOR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND 

CONSTRUCTION FIRM CLAYCO MOVING HEADQUARTERS TO CHICAGO 

Clayco, Inc. to Move HQ to East Wacker Drive; Will Create Hundreds of New Jobs; Company 

Expansion Plan Enhanced by Chicago Assets 

Joined by Clayco, Inc. CEO Robert Clark, Mayor Rahm Emanuel today announced that Clayco will 

move its national headquarters to downtown Chicago, IL, a move that will lead to the creation of 

hundreds of new jobs.  

 

Clayco, Inc. finances, develops, designs and builds large, complex projects across the nation and is 

seeking a growing global presence.  The 28-year-old company has annual revenues of more than 

$820 million. Subsidiaries include a full-service architecture and design firm, Forum Studio, and 

Concrete Strategies Inc.  

 

The company currently has about 1,000 employees total, with 280 employees in the Chicago office 

and the field. Clayco expects to nearly double that Chicago number in the next couple of years by 

adding new architects, designers and project managers; expanding its concrete and infrastructure 

business in Illinois; and continuing growth through acquisition. 

 

The new headquarters will be located in over 30,000 square feet on the thirteenth and twenty-

seventh floors of the 35 E. Wacker Building, also known as the Jewelers Building, in the heart of 

Chicago’s loop.  The chairman and CEO will be in the Chicago office, along with principals from each 

business unit and Forum Studio.  The company has relocated all of its Oakbrook Terrace employees 

downtown but plans to keep its St. Louis office intact where key projects continue..  Accounting and 

IT will remain in the St. Louis office and no layoffs will occur as part of this move.  

 

“Clayco is embarking on an exciting period in our company’s history.  With a record backlog of 

projects, and increasing travel around the country and the globe, we see Chicago as an integral part 

of our expansion strategy as we add talent and build Clayco into the nation’s leading full-service 
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real estate development, architecture, engineering and construction firm,” said Bob Clark. 

Clayco is known for its integrated technology systems that bring together the many teams involved 

in any complex building project. The company leads the building industry in its use of Building 

Information Modeling (BIM) in all of its projects, generating and sharing digital representations of 

all physical and functional characteristics of a project from concept through capstone.  

 

“Clayco is exactly the sort of company we are looking to attract to Chicago,” said Mayor Emanuel. “I 

am committed to bringing new and technologically advanced businesses to Chicago, especially 

those that want to grow and expand their businesses, and Clayco is exactly this sort of firm. I look 

forward to working with them as they make Chicago their new home.”  

 

Clayco clients include commercial, institutional and industrial projects, including corporate giants 

like Dow Chemical Company, Amazon, Caterpillar, Proctor and Gamble, 3M, and Chevron along with 

government buildings, manufacturing spaces, healthcare and learning environments, among others.  

Locally, University of Illinois, Kraft Foods and Blue Cross Blue Shield are among the company’s 

clients.  

 

“On behalf of World Business Chicago, I welcome Clayco and commend the company on its choice of 

Chicago for their new corporate headquarters,” said World Business Chicago Vice Chairman Michael 

Sacks. “We look forward to working with Clayco as it continues to grow and create significant 

economic opportunity and job growth throughout Chicago.”  

 

One of the key tenets of World Business Chicago’s Plan for Economic Growth and Jobs is the 

attraction of corporate headquarters to Chicago; this marks the 11th corporate headquarters to 

come to the City during Mayor Emanuel’s administration. 

 

Additionally, the company has a long-standing tradition of community service and involvement. 

Bob Clark relocated to Chicago in the fall of 2010 and has already made commitments to Chicago 

with more than $500,000 in donations to local charities as well as joining the Board of Trustees at 

the University of Chicago Medical School and Children's Memorial Hospital.   

 

Continuing with the company’s tradition of corporate citizenship, Clayco has agreed to work with 

City Colleges of Chicago as part of the “College to Careers” program, and will seek to design 

curriculum that will be useful in training students for exciting careers in the real estate and design 

industries, as well as training them for the business and technology aspects of the industry. 

 

“Chicago is simply the best location for the company given our growing national and international 

design and engineering business,” said Clark. “The pro-growth, pro-business leadership of Mayor 

Emanuel, the incredible commitment to the city’s infrastructure and transportation hubs is second 

to none in the United States.  In addition, for a growing company like ours to be in a world class city 

attracting the best and brightest young minds in our industry matches with our goals and 



 

 

 

 

objectives.”   

 

Clayco is not seeking or receiving any subsidies as part of this move.  
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ADDITIONAL FACTS ABOUT CLAYCO 

 Clark founded Clayco in St Louis, Missouri in1984.  
 

 Consistently ranked high on Engineering News Records Top Lists. 
o Top 400 Contractors – Clayco #61  

o Top 100 Design-Build Firms – Clayco #20  

o Top 100 Green Contractors – Clayco #17  

o Top 100 Contractors by New Contracts – Clayco #58  

o Top 50 Domestic General Building Revenue – Clayco #30  

o Top General Building – Clayco #29  

o Top Commercial Offices – Clayco #4 Top Distribution/Warehouses – Clayco 
#1 
 

 Active projects in 20 cities and internationally in Mexico City, Mexico.  Design and 
engineering projects in China and Turkey. 

 

 For the HQ, the company has leased the entire 13th and 27th floors of 35 East 
Wacker, over 30,000 SF and has options to more than double the size of space in the 
downtown location.  

 

 

ABOUT CLAYCO, INC. 

Clayco, Inc. is one of the nation’s largest full-service real estate development, architecture, 

engineering and construction firms. With annual revenues of $820 million, Clayco specializes in “the 

art and science of building,” providing fast-track, turnkey building solutions on a nationwide basis 

for commercial, institutional and industrial building types. For more information, visit 

www.claycorp.com. 

ABOUT FORUM STUDIO 

Forum Studio is an award-winning design firm that harnesses the power of integrated design and 

collaboration. Offering comprehensive solutions across multiple disciplines including architecture, 

interior design, landscape architecture, urban planning and engineering, Forum Studio builds 

important and complex environments for our national and international clients. Focused on the 

specialized needs of each client, Forum Studio seeks to elevate design solutions to maximize value 

through responsive leadership, creative visioning and mission---critical expertise. Forum Studio is 

the art + science of building. For more information, visit www.forumstudio.com. 
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